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7th Annual HEEF Silent Auction A Success!

Through the combined 
support of multiple volunteers, 
artists and attendees, the 
Hopi Education Endowment 
Fund (HEEF) raised over 
$40,000 during their 7th 
Annual Silent Auction held 
in Phoenix on March 6th, 

2010. With 71 pieces contributed by both 
Hopi and non-Hopi artists, the auction was able to provide a variety 
of items for bid including katsina dolls, jewelry, paintings, pottery and 
even a designer handbag. In addition to the auction, over 50 items were 
donated by businesses and individuals, which were raffled throughout 
the evening. Attendees were also able to purchase commemorative 
t-shirts. Miss Hopi Junell Puhuyesva was joined by Miss Hopi High 
Tonelle Huma, Derrick Davis and Mr. Indian ASU Hugh Dawahoya who 
performed a dance that honored the Paiute people, with Ed Kabotie 
also providing entertainment throughout the evening.

Thanks to the generous support of Premier Sponsors San Manuel Band 
of Mission Indians 
and Peabody Energy 
in addition to other 
sponsors, the HEEF 
was able to offset all 
costs of the auction. 
Through the combined 
sales or art, raffle 
tickets, merchandise 
and sponsorship the HEEF’s total was $40,359.

As the HEEF’s biggest fundraiser, much of the success from the event 
is attributed to volunteers, most notably co-chairs, Kerry Green and 
Gloria Lomahaftewa, who help staff to plan and implement the event 
over a 7-month period. Kerry shared, “Our 7th Annual Silent Auction 
for HEEF was a fun and successful event. HEEF helped to fund the 
education of Brad Martin, a Hopi law student, who showed us the 
importance of our mission and that HEEF has tremendous impact on 
the lives of Hopi students. The quality of artwork donated by the Hopi 
and non-Hopi artists was impressive. We are grateful that they see the 
value of education and are enriching the world by encouraging these 
students.”

One of the highlights to each auction is the unveiling of the signature 
piece. For this year’s auction, the piece, “Blessing Song” was a 
collaboration between accomplished Hopi jewelers Verma ”Sonwai” 
Nequatewa and Duane 
Maktima. Each shared 
their common sentiments 
of, “reciprocity and joining 
together to contribute not 
only their talents, but to 
also serve as role models 
for younger generations, 
that helping in any way 
possible is always appreciated.” HEEF Marketing/Special Events 
Manager Sam Tenakhongva shared, “It is through the generous 
contributions of artists like Verma and Duane that help to make our 
events successful. They actually had the idea of collaborating in mind 
several years back and I am glad that they chose to HEEF to showcase 
this idea.”  He added, “With over 70 pieces of art and numerous raffle 
prizes, the HEEF thanks each artist, raffle donor, sponsor and attendee 
who helped to make this our biggest auction to date and for those 
unable to attend we still have a limited amount of t-shirts, which 
feature “Blessing Song” available.”

Fall 2009 Graduates
The HEEF & HTGSP would like to congratulate the following Fall 
2009 gradutes:

Verna Thompson: Associate of Art
General Studies

Coconino Community College

Darren Tungovia: Bachelor of Arts
Hotel Restaurant Mgt.

Northern Arizona University

Claire Kooyahoema: Bachelor of Arts
Psychology

Northern Arizona University

Melinda Secakuku: Bachelor of Science 
Elementary Education

Fort Lewis College



Thandi Myron: Future Filmmaker

“Tsu’wari” Shawn Namoki, Sr.: Looking to the Future
As a father and current student attending Coconino Community College, 
Shawn Namoki, Sr. didn’t always see himself pursuing a degree in Network 
Engineering, instead he said, “I wanted to be Firefighter and drive the big red 
engine trucks, but growing up on Hopi I did not often see the big red trucks 
that you normally see on TV, so at times I was at a loss of what I really 
wanted to be.”It wasn’t until graduating from high school and attending 
the Academy of Business College, now Everest College, under the Hopi 
Tribe Adult Vocational & Training Program that he realized the direction 
computer technology was headed and how becoming a professional in the 
field would provide great job security.

After graduation, Shawn worked several years as a Network Assistant 
at Hopi High School, but felt the desire to learn more about computer 
networking and realizing the steps the Hopi Tribe has taken in upgrading 
their communication infrastructure, he shared, ”I see that our telephone 
company is coming up to speed with today’s technology and I would like to 
help bring my knowledge and experience back to Hopi and help implement 
current and future technologies within our schools, Tribal offices and 
communities. There are many great benefits that our children, students, 
communities and government would achieve and accomplish with the 
implementation of this new technology. Imagine our students being able 
to sit in a classroom and communicate with another group of students 
thousands of miles away in another country.”  
When asked how funding received from the HEEF and HTGSP has supported 
his educational endeavors Shawn shared, “the funding support which I 

have received has impacted my educational experience tremendously. In 
a time when our world economy is struggling, the monies have helped me 
find a place to live and to build a foundation to help get my wonderful 
education experience underway. Through my educational experience at the 
Coconino Community College I have received great grades and with great 
grades come great rewards as I was inducted into the Phi Theta Kappa 
International Honor Society of a two year college, a reward and honor that 
I never accomplished in High School.” And to donors and supporters of 
HEEF, “Thank You! Thank You for your kind and generous donations to the 
Hopi Education Endowment Fund. Without your contributions we (students) 
would not have been able to reach and achieve our goals in pursuit of higher 
learning, AND without your generous support that’s all they would have 
been …DREAMS. So thank you again. Kwak Kwai!”

As Shawn pursues his degree he also realizes the example he is setting. 
“As a parent I hope my educational success impacts my children as it has 
impacted me. I would like to see them pursue their dreams and become 
what they dream of becoming. I would like to see them pursue a higher 
education and become successful in their lives.”

Shawn is from the Village of Sipaulovi and member of the Bear Clan. He 
is currently pursuing his degree in Network Engineering from Coconino 
Community College with an expected graduation in December 2010. His 
parents are Dolly and Selwyn Namoki.

Thandi Myron spent a 
week rubbing shoulders 
with screen writers, 
a talent agent and 
other film insiders at 
the world-renowned 
Sundance Film Festival 
held in annually in 
January in Park City, 
Utah.  The experience 

puts her one step closer to her dream of sharing her stories with the world 
through her own production company.

A December 2009 graduate of the University of Arizona in media arts with 
a dual minor in business and marketing, Thandi or Söletsnem (Star Girl) was 
selected as a volunteer for the Sundance Film Festival after a competitive 
application process.  While working as a ticketing agent, Thandi met many 
people within the film industry.  This was a pretty big deal, as Thandi’s goal 
is to write, film, direct and produce her own films.  Someday she would also 
like to tell her mother’s stories (a screenwriter) set on Hopi, or even be the 
conduit to tell other Hopi’s stories.

Thandi says her parents; Cynthia Dagnal-Myron and Leon Myron, from 
Kykotsmovi have always encouraged and supported her dreams.  She says, 
“My parents were always there for me, through it all.  When I couldn’t pay 
my bills, they were there, when I needed help with research, they were there, 
when I walked across the stage and shook hands with the dean, they were 
there”.   Although grateful for the support, Thandi learned lessons on her own 
as well.  She says, “For me, my college education was one of the milestones 
in my life; I learned what it is to be truly responsible for my own actions, 
whether they turned out to be good or bad”.  

Currently Thandi is looking for media & marketing related internships in the 
Tucson area.  She is anxious to put all she’s learned to work and gain the 
experience necessary to further develop her skills and taking the next step 
toward her dream of owning her own production company.

Thandi wishes to thank the HEEF donors who give so much to Hopi 
adolescents and their futures.  She says that without their support, she 
wouldn’t have been able to attend the University of Arizona and earn her 
Bachelor’s degree. 



Thank You to the Following 2010 HEEF Silent Auction Sponsor & Art Donors 

Economic Development 
Corp.

Andie Belone, Arvin W. Fredericks, ASU Foundation - President Crow, Barbara Poley, Buddy Tubingahtewa, Cheryl Lomakema, Clark 
Tenakhongva, Corn Maiden Arts & Collectibles, Darlene Nuvamsa, Don & Ann Owen, Donna Humetewa, Duane Maktima, Duane 
Tawahongva, Dustinn Craig, Ed Honyestewa, Ed Kabotie, Eileen Egan, Ella Humetewa, Eric James, Eugene Fredericks, Feather On the 
Mesa, Glenn Green Galleries, Gloria Kahe, Gloria Lomahaftewa, Hopi Pu’tavi Project, Iva Honyestewa, Jeanette Katoney, Kim Seyesnem 
Obrzut, Loren Kootswatewa, Marvin & Jean Call, Marwin Begaye, Melanie Yazzie, Michael Stoklos, Monica Nuvamsa, Monongya Gallery, 
Moonshadow Trading, Nicholas Nuvamsa, Dan Namingha-Niman Fine Art, Pat Natseway, Pat Pruitt, Pilar Agoyo, Richard Honyouti, Robert 
Lomabalaquihoya, Sam Tenakhongva, Shawn Bluejacket, Sheryl Susunkewa, Teri Greeves, Terrol Dew Johnson, The Hopi Foundation, 
Tony Abeyta, Tsakurshovi, Val Kahe, Verma “Sonwai” Nequatewa, Virginia Tootsie, Vonette Monongya, White Bear Hopi Arts

Premier Sponsors

Major Sponsors

Message from HEEF President Romalita Laban

Although it has only been a short time serving as President, I have found 
we have accomplished much already. Through the support, guidance and 
knowledge provided by HEEF Executive Committee 
members my role as President has been made much 
easier than expected. Members of the HEEF board 
have been working diligently, challenging ourselves 
to become more involved with strategic planning, 
governance and of course fundraising, by setting a 
“Board Goal”. 

Something, we as individuals, hear often from 
friends and visitors to Hopi is “How did you do all of this?”…and the usual 
humble and honest response is “I didn’t do it all by myself, we did it”, reminding 
me of an article on planned giving and the impact boards have in growing an 
endowment. In the article, ‘committee work’ is described as the real work of 
the board and an effective way to focus a small group on designing a solution. 
In reflection, I noticed how similar HEEF work is to Hopi community work and 
what an interesting connection it is.

In the last newsletter LuAnn Leonard, HEEF Executive Director notified readers 
of a planned visit by the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe from Minnesota. I was 
honored to be invited to a roundtable discussion with the group and founding 
members such as Wayne Taylor, Jr., Barbara Poley, and LuAnn who shared 
the story of the HEEF’s creation, work over the past ten years, and goals for 
the future. We were blessed with the group’s presence along with a ton of 
snow which we credited to their journey to Hopi. The loss of electricity during 
the visit was a challenge, but HEEF staff didn’t allow it to become a hindrance 

by rallying and ensuring our visitors were comfortable, while practicing real 
“Tribal Philanthropy” work through mentoring, teaching and sharing our story 

with our visitors to help others strengthen and enrich their 
communities. 

Our 7th Annual Silent Auction was not only exciting and fun, 
but was a wonderful opportunity to once again witness our 
Hopi community members, sponsors, artists, volunteers and 
attendees join in supporting the HEEF. Also, many thanks to 
Silent Auction Co-Chairs, Gloria Lomahaftewa and Kerry Green 
for their excellent work in providing helpful guidance and 
ensuring the success of the event. 

In closing, I look forward to continued work, connecting with our members 
and meeting new friends of the HEEF in our 10th Anniversary Year.  I am so 
grateful, happy and blessed to be linked, since 2003, to such a wonderful 
group of people involved with the HEEF, a great organization with a wonderful 
mission of nurturing our Hopi people in the educational realms of our beautiful 
world.  The connection truly reminds me of what it is to be Hopi – in giving, 
helping one another, praying for others and taking time to nurture one another 
towards a mutual goal. Askwali and warm regards to all.

			   Sincerely,

			   Romalita Laban, HEEF President



Kwakwhá/Askwali (Thank You)! On behalf of the numerous Hopi students who received financial support 
in 2009 from the Hopi Tribe Grants & Scholarship Program, Hopitutukaiki, Hopi Lavayi Program the HEEF 

gratefully thanks the following donors for their generous monetary support:

Benefactor $1000.00 + Donors

Arizona Community Foundation – Mr. & Mrs. Larry Egger
Arizona Public Service

Cynthia Hoffman & John W. Ditsler
Daryl & Julie Melvin

Dick Salzberg
GoalBusters

Husk Partners
Lewis Palmer Middle Schools

Martha R. & Susan I. Seger Foundation
Merrill Lynch 

Michael Weddle & Sandra Rowland
Peabody Investments Corp.

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Berry

Palaqa’ö (Red Corn) $500+
	

Craig Oettinger
Eileen Egan

Hopi Telecommunications Inc.
James D. Spivack

James Farrell
LuAnn & Bernard Leonard

Marvin & Jean Call
Pam Powell

Richard & Omah Heller
United Way of Northern Arizona

Walker & Armstrong, LLP
Wells Fargo

Sakwapqa’ö – Blue Corn
AARO Moving Systems, Inc.

Bonnie & Micha Koeppel
Cathy McGonigle

CellularOne
Clara M. Lovett

Donald & Marion Slack
Eugene E. Sallee

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
George & Susan Then

Gregory J. Ballinger
Guy Suetopka, Jr.
Harold G. Morse

Joel Sideman
John B. Lane

Joseph & Nancy Mansfield
Kathe & Robert Shinham

Kerry Green
Mark & Becky Herbison

Paul Kadota

Pheobe Morgan
Richard & Mary Jeanne Munroe

Rita & Ted Murray, Jr.
Romalita Laban

Sherry Salway Black
Theodore & Vivian Johnson Scholarship 

Foundation, Inc.
Vincent Curren

W. David Connell
Wachovia Foundation

Sakwapqa’ö (Blue Corn) $250+

Anthony W. Harris
Faron Sulu

Michael Kabotie

Mary Ingram
Hartman Lomawaima
Thomas J. Stafford

Qötsaqa’ö (White Corn) $750 - $999 Donors

Richard & Stephanie Parker

Gifts Received in Memory Of:



Al & Judy Hayes
Alan & Brenda Schoenberg

Alma Sinquah
Ann Reynolds Smith

Anne Morgan
Barbara Borron Payne
Barbara & Orin Poley

Barrie & Leonard Connelly
Barry J. Ratzkin

C.N. Flanders
Carlene Tenakhongva

Carol D. Whiteman
Carol N. Carbone

Carol Webb
Carolyn M. Fuqua

Cedric & Karen Kavena
Changing Work – Mary Dingee Filmore

Christine A. Wilkinson
Curtis Runnels

Cynthia M. Dagnal-Myron
Dagmar Johnson

Daniel & Donna Winarski
David S. Burkett
David Stanfield

Deborah N. Tuckman
Don & Sally Roberts

Donald A. Kumpula, Jr.
Donna Weistrop

Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Berman
Drumbeat Indian Arts
Ehrhardt Family Trust

Ernest & Karen Calderon
Ervin M. Wilson
Eugene Talas
Fred T. Boice
G. Lee Ehmer

George M. Chaplin
Glenn & Sandy Green
Gloria Lomahaftewa
Gwen & Steve Keck

H.R. Hunt
Herman Honanie & Family
Hopi Credit Association

J. Frank Hartwig
J. Richard Andrews
Jaburg & Wilk, PC

Jack & Lovell Olender
James M. Sickles

James S. Anderson
Jan Craig Nelson

Jane W. Rehl
Janet & Bill Regner

Janis & Richard Steenberg
Jerome Thailing
Joan Timeche

John Breckenridge
Joseph & Joanne Majewski

Joseph Lenihan & Sara Hanan
Joseph R. Meyner

Judith Sosnick
Judy Griffin & Richard T. Ritzul

Julie A. Tussey
Julie Canyon

Karen Francis-Begay
Kassondra Yaiva

Kathleen A. Connelly
Kathleen Sumatzkuku

Kathleen S. To
Keith Pahovama, Sr.

Kelley Piper
Kenneth E. Gary
 Laura D. Bischof
Laurel Sekakuku

Lee Gaseoma
LeRoy N. Shingoitewa

Lila Olson
Linda Weiss

Lois Reynosa
Lorissa Qumawunu

Lynelle Hartway
M. Rita Howe

M.T. Deen
Marc R. Komins

Margaret Doedens
Margery Forman

Marissa L. Nuvayestewa
Marjorie Kamine

Marnie Hodahkwen
Martin L. Pfitzner

Mary E. Clark
Mary E. Hanemann

Mary L. Lohr
Matthew Gilbert

Mayfa Kewanimptewa
Meredith M. Brown

Merrill Lynch Matching Gift Program
Michael & Elaine Smith

Michael & Loretta Stafford
Michael & Shelley Vincent

Michael Tenakhongva

Mike A. Wolf
Monica B. Nuvamsa

Monica J. Kahe
Nancy Tribbensee

Nancy Yaiva
Noreen Sakiestewa

Northern Arizona University Foundation
Olivia Taavi Honahnie
Oneita Lomayaktewa

Orlaine Hartman
Pat & Kim Messier
Patty Talahongva

Paulette Schiff
Peggy A. Mullaney
Pete S. Torres, Jr.

Philip W. Niederhoff
Phillip Lemanski & Aileen Turnier

Priscilla Pavatea
Ramona Kohrs
Richard Herz

Richard J. Couch
Robert A. Hastings

Robert Breunig & Karen Eneyedy
Robert S. Ingram

Rose Mofford
Sahmie Wytewa

Sally & Thomas Kitch
Samuel Tenakhongva

Stanfert Yaiva
Sarah Dewees

Targovnik Family Foundation
Shane & Adele Pablo

Sheilah Nicholas
Sophia Quotskuyva

Stacy R. Allen
Stewart & Blythe Koyiyumptewa

Susan C. LeJeune
Suzanne Jamison
T.J. Dominowski
Teresa Loeffler

Thomas K. Ficek
Toni Garner

Vell Jean Davis
Vernon Kahe

Virginia A. Johnson
Virginia C. Inman
Wayne Taylor, Jr.

Wilma Himel
Wilma Laban

Yavapai Chapter NSDAR

Sikyaqa’ö (Yellow Corn) $1 - $249


